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Welcome to the 13th RSAI Congress 
25-28 May 2021 

 

RSAI wish you a pleasant and inspiring participation!  
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Welcome to the 1 3th World Congress of the RSAI  
 

Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

It is our pleasure to welcome you to the 2021 RSAI World Conference! On behalf of the Regional Science 
Association International, the Local Organizing Committee, and the Scientific Committee, we would like to 
thank you for joining us at this historical meeting, and for sharing your experience, research and views with 
all the participants. 

Organized by the Moroccan Section of the RSAI, the 2021 RSAI World Conference is intended to be a major 
international forum for researchers and policy-makers in the field of Regional Science across the world, 
ÆÏÃÕÓÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÉÎÇ ÉÓÓÕÅÓȢ 4ÈÅ 7ÏÒÌÄ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ brings together more than 500 
participants from 53 different countries. The papers cover all major areas of the field, with applications for a 
wide range of regions in the globe.  

Since we have decided that the congress would run 100% online, many colleagues from the Association have 
joined us in an extraordinary effort to organize a high standard, inclusive, online event. Recognizing the key 
role played by former RSAI President, Mark Partridge, we would like to extend our sincere gratitude and 
appreciation for the hard work and dedication provided by all of them.  

Going online has shown to bring us some opportunities. We have contacted every single national section and 
invited them to propose special sessions dedicated to their countries/regions. We have received positive 
responses from almost all sections. This is really invigorating and motivating, further developing the sense of 
community belongingness that may motivate a larger number of young regional scientists to engage more 
broadly in the Association. We now have the opportunity to have a truly global conference, with the 
participation of many of RSAI sections! 

This World Conference is a unique opportunity to showcase some of the exceptional work regional scientists 
are doing all over the world. There are 35 slots dedicated to 25 national sections, in addition to an even larger 
number of parallel sessions, and five outstanding keynote speakers.  

Going online also made possible a wider participation across the world, allowing us to minimize the number 
of competing sessions, to allocate time slots with time zones in mind, and to reduce drastically registration 
fees.  

We are pleased you were able to join us, and we wish you an excellent and memorable conference! Your 
participation and commitment to RSAI are very important and truly appreciated. In the next days, you will all 
have the opportunity to grab a big picture of our Association, being exposed to different topics and approaches 
people are using across the world.  

Please receive our warmest welcome!  

 
Eduardo Haddad  

President, 
Regional Science Association 

International 

 
Abdellatif Khattabi  

Chair, Local Organsing Committee 
President, Moroccan Regional 

Science Association 

 
Andrea Caragliu  
Executive Director, 

Regional Science Association 
International 
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A truly World Congress  
 

On behalf of the Moroccan Regioanl Science Association (AMSR) and the Regional Science Association 
International (RSAI), it is our pleasure to welcome you all to the 13th World Congress of the RSAI. 

This last year has brought well known troubles to the whole world. At the time we are writing these 
words, the worst pandemic in over a century is still exerting a major toll on our every lives, among which 
the need to resort to online scientific events such as the one we are joining between May 25 and 28, 
2021. 

Yet, the RSAI took this as an opportunity to further broaden the geographical and disciplinary scope of 
our main global gathering. The map below shows the broad coverage of participants in this RSAI World 
Congress, as evidenced by the 53 Countries included in the program (proxied by Country of the 
institution of affiliation of the first author).  

While older supranational sections (NARSC and ERSA) are as usual largely represented, we are very 
happy to report an important presence of PRSCO and LARSA national sections, too. Moreover, and this 
is among the main goals of this edition of the World Congress, we witnessed a positive feedback from 
many regional scientists located in African Countries where no national section of the RSAI is to date 
present. We hope this congess will sow seeds for the creation of new national sections, with the 
fundamental help of AMSR, presently the only national section active on the Contintent. In the medium 
run, hopefully a new supranational section will emerge, including all such new sections, while also 
coordinating their activites. 

 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































